
Paediatric Drug Optimization (PADO)  

Cancer Medicines  
 

What is PADO? 

PAEDIATRIC DRUG OPTIMIZATION 

The development of medicines for children lags unacceptably 
behind that for adults by nearly a decade. Developing a 
prioritized drug portfolio of the most needed formulations for 
children is essential to streamline researchers’ and suppliers’ 
efforts and resources around specific dosage forms and 
formulations that address the most urgent needs for children. 

 

Paediatric drug optimization (PADO) exercises identify key priority 
products for research and development, led by WHO technical 
departments and involving relevant stakeholders, and have the 
potential to accelerate access to optimal formulations in the 

context of fragmented, small markets for medicines for children. 

More information on how to undertake a PADO process and adapt 

KEY OBJECTIVES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Accelerator for 

Paediatric formulations 

GAP•f 

a WHO- hosted network, focused on 
accelerating the process of delivering 
better medicines to children around 

the world: www.gap-f.org 

Click here to read the full 
PADO Cancer medicines 
meeting report 

it to the specific needs of each disease area can be found here.   
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Each year, an estimated 400 000 children and adolescents of 0–19 

years old develop cancer. Globally, acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) 
is the most common malignancy accounting for an estimated 19% of the 

total childhood cancer incidence, followed by non-Hodgkin lymphoma, 
Burkitt lymphoma (5%), Wilms tumour (nephroblastoma) (5%), and 
retinoblastoma (5%). 
 

There is notable stark gap between the survival rates of 80% in HICs 

and 20% in LMICs that can be narrowed by decreasing inequities in 

access to diagnostics, medicines, and innovative mechanisms for overall 

basic health services – shifts that will impact cancer globally for 

generations to come. The WHO is collaboratively working with various 
stakeholders to address these inequities and greatly improve the access 

gaps in the next decade with this pivotal initiative and platform: 
 

THE GLOBAL INITIATIVE FOR CHILDHOOD CANCER (GICC)  

 
THE GLOBAL PLATFROM FOR ACCESS TO CHILDHOOD CANCER 

MEDICINES (GPACCM)  
 
The PADO for childhood cancer medicines was designed with the overall 
goal of better targeting research and development efforts towards those 
paediatric formulations and medicines that address current needs for 
GICC target cancers and anticipate future advances in the management 
of childhood cancers. 

 
 
 

 

 

RESEARCH GAPS TO INFORM DEVELOPMENT 

 

Review cancer formulations 

currently recommended and in 

use for their appropriateness for 

paediatric populations 

Identify priority therapeutics to 

be further investigated and 

developed for the paediatric 

population from the EMLc and 

landscape pipeline analysis 

Develop a clear research agenda 

to support and enable future drug 

optimization work meeting the 

unique needs of the peadiatric 

cancer population 

 

 

PADO Cancer medicines meeting 

virtually convened on 12th and 

17th – 18th January 2024  
bringing together key 
stakeholders to enable alignment 

among funders, procurers, 

market- coordination entities, 

researchers, academics, product 

development partnerships and 

regulators involved in priority 

products to be investigated and 

developed. 

 

PRIORITY CANCER MEDICINES FOR NEW FORMULATIONS  

WATCH-LIST CANCER MEDICINES  

CYCLOPHOSPHAMIDE  PO 

ETOPOSIDE  PO 

MERCAPTOPURINE TEMOZOLOMIDE 

METHOTREXATE  PO/ IT 

PROCARBAZINE 

TEMOZOLOMDE 

RITUXIMAB SQ VENETOCLAX 

ACCESS CALL OUT FOR CANCER MEDICINES 
EXPLORING LICENCSING POSSIBILITIES    

DABRAFENIB TRAMETINIB 

 

  

Contact: 

 

http://www.gap-f.org/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240039520
https://www.who.int/initiatives/the-global-initiative-for-childhood-cancer
https://global.stjude.org/en-us/featured/global-platform-for-access-to-childhood-cancer-medicines.html
https://global.stjude.org/en-us/featured/global-platform-for-access-to-childhood-cancer-medicines.html

	PAEDIATRIC DRUG OPTIMIZATION

