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PrEP : N A V I G A T I N G  T H E  D A T A

Case study: Cabotegravir long-acting for PrEP

Source data on PrEP research, development, access, and uptake, using free online databases

Visualise clinical trials data and timelinesVisualise intellectual property landscape

Map regulatory approvalsQuantify progress

Track country planning

Know the product

Stay on top of events, news and publications

Learn from toolkits, publications, 
webinars, infographics & briefings

LAPaL is a new collaborative platform 
supporting access to innovation in the long-
acting space. It contains expertly curated 
information on long-acting therapeutics and 
technology platforms, including their global 
clinical development and regulatory approval 
status. It aims to facilitate collaborations and 
advocate for access, in particular for  for users 
in low- and middle-income countries. It offers 
a compilation of technical and intellectual 
property information on long-acting 
technologies and their potential applications. 

The PrePWatch resource library contains 
over 900 PrEP-related resources and is 
growing every day. It includes tools for 
advocates, demand generation resources, 
costing guides, M&E tools, WHO guidelines, 
national HIV strategies, published research 
and service delivery best practice. These 
continually updated tools and information 
are instrumental to delivering the growing 
range of HIV prevention options. The Global 
PrEP Tracker, providing quarterly updates 
on global trends in PrEP initiation, along 
with other indicators, has become an 
indispensable resource for following the 
state of the field in delivering PrEP.

https://www.prepwatch.org/
countries/peru/

https://lapal.medicinespatentpool.org/compounds/
cabotegravir-cab

Understand timelines

https://www.prepwatch.org/products/injectable-cab-for-prep/

Free online portals of curated data, news, infographics, guidelines, 
clinical trials, regulatory approvals, tracking tools and other 
resources to help the global community speed the delivery of 
accessible PrEP methods to everyone who needs them.
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https://lapal.medicinespatentpool.org/ https://www.prepwatch.org/products/injectable-cab-for-prep/

https://lapal.medicinespatentpool.org/compounds/cabotegravir-cab

Sample of clinical trials and studies involving use of CAB-LA for PrEP. https://lapal.medicinespatentpool.org/landscape

https://avac.org/resource/allocation-cab-for-prep-2023-2025/

Territories included in MPP-ViiV license for CAB-LA for PreP, and other relevant territories for consideration. https://map.medicinespatentpool.org/ https://lapal.medicinespatentpool.org/compounds/cabotegravir-cab#patent

https://tinyurl.com/2p9wn2xm

Current national regulatory approvals of CAB-LA for PrEP (innovator product filings and approvals, as of Oct.9, 2024). https://lapal.medicinespatentpool.org/landscape

https://www.prepwatch.org/gap-tracker/

https://avac.org/resource/infographic/prep-initiations-by-country-worldwide/ https://data.prepwatch.org/
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COMMENTARY

Voluntary licensing of long-acting HIV prevention and treatment
regimens: using a proven collaboration- and competition-based
mechanism to rapidly expand at-scale, sustainable,
quality-assured and affordable supplies in LMICs
Lobna Gaayeb1, Aditi Das2, Ike James1, Rajesh Murthy2, Sandra Nobre1, Esteban Burrone1 and
Sébastien Morin1,§
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Abstract
Introduction: Emerging long-acting (LA) prevention and treatment medicines, technologies and regimens could be game-
changing for the HIV response, helping reach the ambitious goal of halting the epidemic by 2030. To attain this goal, the
rapid expansion of at-scale, sustainable, quality-assured, and affordable supplies of LA HIV prevention and treatment products
through accelerated and stronger competition, involving both originator and generic companies, will be essential. To do this,
global health stakeholders should take advantage of voluntary licensing of intellectual property (IP) rights, such as through the
United Nations-backed, not-for-profit Medicines Patent Pool, as a proven mechanism to support broad access to existing HIV
medicines across low- and middle-income countries (LMICs).
Discussion: While voluntary licensing may unlock the possibility for generic competition to take place ahead of patent expiry,
there are additional elements—of amplified importance for more complex LA HIV medicines—that need to be taken into con-
sideration. This paper discusses 10 enablers of voluntary licensing of IP rights as a model to rapidly expand at-scale, sustain-
able, quality-assured, and affordable supplies of LA HIV prevention and treatment regimens in LMICs:

1. Identifying promising LA technology platforms and drug formulations at an early developmental stage and engaging with
patent holders

2. Consolidating a multidisciplinary network and strengthening early-stage coordination and collaboration to foster innova-
tion

3. Embedding public health considerations in product design and delivery

4. Building innovative partnerships for product development and commercialization

5. Raising awareness of and creating demand for emerging LA products

6. Estimating the market size, ensuring sufficient competition and protecting sustainability

7. Using technology transfer and hands-on technical support to reduce product development timelines and costs

8. Exploring de-risking mechanisms and financial incentives to support generic manufacturers

9. Optimizing strategies for generic product development and regulatory filings

10. Aligning and coordinating efforts of stakeholders across the value chain.

Conclusions: Rapid access to emerging LA prevention and treatment regimens and technologies can be facilitated by volun-
tary licensing—catalyzed and supplemented by enabling collaborative and non-duplicative efforts of various other stakeholders.
This can effectively lead to improved—accelerated and cheaper—access to quality-assured medicines for populations in LMICs.

Keywords: affordability; generic competition; global health; long-acting medicines; low- and middle-income countries;
voluntary licensing
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h57gXs4aQtg

AVAC receives support for PrEPWatch from various sources including the Gates 
Foundation, the Children’s Investment Fund Foundation and PEPFAR through 
USAID, via the MOSAIC consortium.

LAPaL is sponsored by Unitaid, and NIH via the LEAP program.
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